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Ever larger sections of the
labour movement know that the
miners’ struggle is decisive, as
far as the working class is con-
cerned. |

But let’s not forget that the
Tories are as keen to smash it
as we in the 1abour movement

are to defend it and aid it to
win

The Tories:peed a miners boss class sometimes makes us
A confiderttial dgéuinént prog» which side they are on ~and, i |
duced by the ConfeddFation df " “they mobilise their resources: I {i
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stiiggle at this Eritical time and

tesi ™ " .. The tragedy is‘thatthe
1) That the NUM is in the ~
forefron€ of the tiade unions’

'2) That the CBI’s price res-
traint (bet you hadn’t noticed -
that, brothers and sisters!) will
be lifted in about October,
allowing prices to rise by 10%: -.
so they want us weak so that ...

they’ll reap the full benefits of " |

their schemes.

We don’t believe in a cons-
piracy theory of history, but the

-

“‘leaders’’ of our side:— the
TUC — haven’t a clue which

side they are on, with the result | .

must be beaten, particularly: if. . that those in the front line, in-

the Industrial Relations Act is
to have any effect in keeping up
the rate of explojtation. -

this case the miners, are left to

Dockers paper calls for

'NERO fiddled — so they say — that of the miners in a joint

solidarity

We reprint an extract from a special broadsheet put out by THE HOOK,

rank and file portworkers’ paper.

OVER A QUARTER OF A MILLION miners are out on the first official

strike since 1926. In 1926 the whole

labour movement came out, in a gen-

eral strike, in solidarity with the miners. The issue then was could thf?
employers force a wage cut on the miners ¢ T hat is the issue now. With

the cost of living rising the way it is, the Coal Board’s offer of £2
amounts to a cut in nages. The £2 works out at an increase of 7% — the

maximum that the Tory government is

allowing any worker to get. Accord-

ing to the official government figures, prices rose by 10.4% last year. If
you take increased tax payments into account, the miners are facing a

cut in wages of over £2.

B ut there is more to it than that.
Prices rise at the same rate for
every worker in the country, whether
they be miner, docker or candlestidk
maker. The Tory maximum of 7%
applies to every worker in the count-
ry.

It is therefore in the interests of
every worker in the country that the
miners win.

It is essential for the whole worlke
ing class that the Tory policy of
slashing the standard of living of
the mass of people in this country
is defeated.

T he government and the employ-

ers see the miners’ strike as a test
case — so must it be for us.

T he miners will not win if they
are isolated. At the beginning of
last year the Tories defeated the
postmen. Not because the postmen
didn’t fight hard — they stayed out
for 10 weeks without strike pay.

T hey were defeated because
there was no solidarity action from
the other unions, who only made
token donations to the strike fund.

T he miners are in the same pos -
ition. They are receiving no strike
pay. If they are to win then all trade
unionists must organise in their sup-
port. If not then it will not be just
the miners who are defeated.

On the docks this means that all
coal and fuel oil for power stations

must be blacked. The TUC has said
only black out-of-the-ordinary move -
ments of coal. This is a cowardly
retreat.

If any coal movements at all are
allowed the strike will not begin to
bite for another month.

Coal is not a normal cargo at
Manchester Docks, BUT WATCH
OUT FOR IT. Dockers in Wales

and Tilbury have already blacked

supplies, and there is every possSib-
ility that imported coal will be div-
erted to other ports.

Also We must demand that the
TGWU puts a total ban on coal
movements — not just on the docks
but everywhere. It is mainly TGWU
lorry drivers that shift the coal.

Many power workers belong to
the T GWU. The TGWU is the most
important union as far as blacking
is concerned. It is up to Jack Jones
to give a lead and make sure that mo
TGWU member handles coal until
the miners have won.

B ut more than blacking will be
needed if the Tories are to be def-
eated. It is vital that the Tories are
not allowed to take on the working
class one industry at a time.

Other industries who have wage

claims in the pipeline must bring

forward action they are planning in
order to create a united front, with
the miners, against the Tories.

This applies particularly to the
power workers who are due to start
their ban on overtime on F ebruary
1st.

But it also applies to dockwork-
ers. Dockworkers and miners are in
the same boat in one very important
matter — in the mines the employers’
drive for more productivity has
meant that the labour force has been
cut by more than half in ten years.
It is exactly the same story we
know so well in the ports.

T he National Shop Stewards Conr
mittee is meeting to discuss what
should be done about the latest
threat to jobs concealed in the emp-
loyers’ plans to put up to 2,000 men
on the unattached register.

T hey must speed up their plan of
action against this threat and join
with the struggle of the miners. ...

while Rome burned. Nero was
mad — stark, raving mad.

Vic Feather and the TUC

have no such excuse for the
criminal indifference (at best)
with which they placidly
watch the dogged, magnificent
battle of the miners — and do
nothing whatsoever to help.

Thz miners’ strike 1s a con-
frontation with the Government
and its wage policy, and there-
fore every worker has a clear
stake, a clear bread and butter
stake, in seeing that the miners
and not the Tories come off best,

The miners have given a lead
— and are now isolated and 1n
danger of being slowly starved
into submission. There 1s max-
imum public sympathy — and a
minimum of effective solidarity

action.
For the other unions it is

business as usual: keep your
heads down boys, avoid straight
scabbing, but go on with your
routine work even when that
work is helping to break the
miners’ strike — that’s their
line. So far the transport Union
and the power workers’ Union
have witheld the active support
for the miners which could hit

home hard at the NCB and the
Government and would face the

Government with the choice of
either abandoning its 7%
ceiling on wage-claims or else
taking on the whole strength
of organised labour.

SCABS

Scabbing — downright and
blatant — is the only word for
the cowardly decision of the

EPTU leaders not to link up the

power workers’ pay claim with

strike. It is scabbing on the
miners and scabbing on the
power workers. Such a combined
strike would smash the 7% norm
in a matter of days — and would
also strike at the Industrial Rel-
ations Act: how would the Gov-
emment, at this stage, enforce
its laws, if miners and power
workers decided to defy them ?
[t is only a year since the

Press and TV witchhunted the

power workers into surrendering
to the Government: it can happen
again, particularly if the miners
go down in defeat. But the EPTU
leaders are shortsighted men.
The miserable Chappel, a bur-
eaucratic bully-boy within the
ETU, even tried to ingratiate
himself by thinking out loud
about the possibility of waiting
for the miners’ strike to end
before beginning an overtime ban!
The reactionary gang which
runs the EPTU like a military
dictatorship, having been put 1n
control by a High Court judge to
defend ‘democracy’, make a prof-
ession and a good living by scab
bing and strike-breaking,
usually against the unfortunate
members of their own Union.

T.U.C.
The refusal of the TUC to

give active support to the min-
ers only escapes the stigma of
strike breaking because that term

is usually applied to those who
cross picket lines. But there is
more than one way to scab on a
strike.

The scab driver who breaks a
picket line is an open and vis-
ible enemy. We can see which

side he is on. The TUC le aders
arade about as leaders of

Fabour. Yet they do immensely

more damage than any group of



scab drivers. They could end the
strike in a miners’ victory in 3
days flat — if they would only
exert themselves. In refusing to
use its strength to make the
miners’ strike as effective as
possible, the TUC ’s attitude is
nothing short of strike-breaking .

‘LEFTS

Worst of all is the refusal of
active support by the Left trade
union leaders, Jones and Scan-
lon. It is the worst because they
are left. Because many workers
look to them for a lead. Because
the responsibility is theirs to
mobilise, organise and lead the
labour movement in the fight back
against the biggest bosses’ off-
ensive against working class
wages and conditions for more
than 30 years, an offensive
backed up by all the power of the
Tory Government and the state
machine.

Al} of them talk against the
Tory pay policy — and all of
them regard the miners’ strike,
which is militantly challenging
that policy, as an embarrassment,
They act as if they want nothing
so much as its end — almost on
any terms.

They are acting like men des-
perately trying to pretend they
are in an entirely different sit-
uation from that facing the weork-
ing class now.

But the Tories are attacking
the workers. Unemployment is
galloping. Reactionary anti-unim
legislation is on the Statute
Books, and they will attempt to
use it. There is an effective
wage ceiling which is lower than
the present annual rise in the
cost of living. And that situation
won’t be changed by pretending
1t doesn’t exist. [t will be chan-
ged by the flexed strength of the
working class, against fierce re-
sistance from the bosses — or
not at all.

The head in-the-sand, do-
nothing policy of the TUC lead-
ership is criminal because it is
so totally out of touch with the
reality of the situation facing the
class today.

SOLIDARITY

It is also out of touch with
the teelings of growing numbers
of workers. The massive popular
support for the miners stands in
stark and accusing contrast to
the inactivity of the official

movement. Dockers, the vast may

ority of T&G drivers and some
power workers have taken solid-
arity action. (For example in
Rugeley, Staffordshire, power
men have banned the movement
of coal inside the power station.)
The enthusiastic mass picketing
which includes pickets by mirerd
wives, has had a big effect.
Publicity has been given to
clashes between picgliets and

scabs, particularly NCB clerks,
but not to the support for the
mine strike among NCB clerks in
places like Newcastle on Tyne.

But not enough rank and file
solidarity has been given. And
not in the places where it would
be most effective.

So the miners fight on alone. j

And they fight with everything
they have. The report from every
area 1s — 100% solid support for
the strke. Areas which voted
against strike action in the rec-

ent ballot are now amongst the
most determined in the country.
As the strike continues the attit-
udes of the miners harden, their
will to win erowing as inflexible
as the ﬂint-%:():ed oryism of
Edward Heath’s Government.

DANGER

‘W

The danger to the miners now|

is that their own drawn-out.
struggle, the widespread public
sympathy and the growing talk of
making the miners’ wage-claim
““a special case’’ (to which Gov-
ernment policy will not apply),
will all combine to produce a pay
rise — with strings.

Productivity strings — includ-
ing the closure of certain pits.’

The whole recent history of
the NUM leadership shows that
this 1s more than a mere possib-
ility, and that they will bear
watching on that score. If the
miners win a wage increase to-

ther with strings which before
ong put many of them on the
dole, it will be a hollow mockery
of the great effort miners — and
their families — are now making.

HELP THE STRIKE'

Workers must demand that the
TUC should instruct all its mem-
bers to stop all movement of
coal (not just ‘abnormal’ move-
ments). Dockers and transport
workers must black all coal. The.

NUM should call on power work-

ers to refuse to move coal stocks'

inside power stations. And all
movements of oil should be
blacked. -

And there mus}, be no sell out
on productivity bargaining or pit
closures! If the NCB wants to
use the strike or ‘safety’ as an
excuse to close pits and throw -
men onto the scrapheap, the

response must be that it is their |

responsibility and their fault.
It was their responsibility to
end the strike quickly by paying
up a decent wage — angit is
their res onsibi%ity to provide
work or Exll pay for the men at
those pits. :

RANK & FILE MOVEMENT

The urgent lesson of the
strike must be understood: that
the Labour and trade union lead-
ers will not lead a real fight; -
that the vital need is for a rank
and file organisation to link up
the militants in the different
industries and to plan class -
action, an across-the-class
response to the Tory onslaught
on the whole class.

In areas like Manchester such
links exist, as yet in a weak
form, in the Councils of Action
which have survived from the
high point of the opposition to
the Industrial Rela[i?c?ns Bill.
Similar militant Councils can be
created everywhere and must be
strengthened wherever they exist.
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THESE DAYS, it is no longer a
leftist.cliche to talk about stud-
ent/worker solidarity. We must
not forget that students, like
trade unionists, are at present
involved in defending their own
organisations.

At BEssex, students and
miners are learning the lessons
of struggle together.

Students got together and

- formed a “‘United Front for the

Defence of the Miners’ Strike’’,
which helped local trade union
militants in tracking down scab
coal being shipped: into south-
Fast ports on the quiet, and
informed the miners’ National
EXxecutive.

By Wednesday January 18th.
200 miners from Barnsley were
sharing picket duty at Routledge
docks — and sharing occupation
of a University building with the
students, who donated £200 to
the strike fund. |

- On the first-day a ship from
Rotterdam was turned away un-

loaded.

SOLIDARITY

- The University Authorities
appealed to the NUM to get their
men off the campus, but it was:
left to the miners, now 250 in
number; to decide what to do.
Backed by the Students ‘“United

| Front”, they remained in occup-
ation, leaving’ the ¥ice-Chancel- .+
-lor no alternative -but to let them
stay. N

In the next few days, police =~
~and press men ftried to persuade’ | .

the miners that'the students

were a bad lot, and the NUM

Executive decided it didn’t wart.
its lads getting ‘‘bad publicity*’.

As it happened the miners ref-:.
used to go home one day-early: .

just Eecause thejr ‘Union'got

h-S

cold'feet. 100 remained in occu~ AT YORK U

pation with their;student:alliés:

with legal actio;ﬁ; o
© “REVOLUTION’?

The bosses were obviously
in a bit of a flap about all this.
Local Tory MP Mr. John Stokes
called on the Home Secretary to
stop the ‘‘act of near revolution
by the miners and a large number
of students?*’! |
Even the bosses’ private

who had:by now been thredtened : OIS LIITOUS! :
by L h . oeuvres in.order to contribute £250

frontation on Thursday 19th.
between a high-ranking police

officer and Yorkshire delegate

to the NUM, Skargill, the repres-
entative of the boys in blue was

‘cornered into admitting that the

police would avoid injuries and

illegalities if they helped pick-
ets in stopping lorries carrying

coal. So the next day that’s just
what they did!

“ " in Britain.

R4

“UNIQUE EV E\TS” s

- After withdrawing the pickets
the NUM:suddenly changed it§. .
mind and sent” 1000 men to the:
South East on Sunday. Speaking.
at the University on Sunday 23rd.

- Skargill praised the students for#
~ their solid support, and promisat =

similar help with their fight

+-against milk-snatcher-Thatcher,
. once the miners had won their < -
claimi The meeting agreed that
the events of the preceding few
~-days were ‘“‘unique historically’’

4
£y

i ‘Mf

They are certainly very sig-
nificant events. Students are
still accomodating NUM pickets
in Essex, but the men have been
forced off the campus by a High
Court possession Order granted
to the University authorities.

According to the latest report
we have, over 100 students are
now on call 24 hours a day to
assist pickets where needed.

Together with local trade
unionists these students have
helped miners in achieving the
blacking of fuel supplies in an
area very badly organised from
a trade union point of view.

The students have learnt a
lot about how to conduct a polit-
1cal fight in a disciplined way.
And the miners say they’ve gain
ed a new respect for the young
people who were prepared to
fight with them.
Miners from Daw Rill colliery |
pickel the giant Hams Hall Power
Station, Coleshill, The pickel hut
was buill by students from Warwick

University.
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I JUNIVERSITY students
are going through all kinds of man-

to the miners’ fund and £100 to the

. Workers at F isher-Bendix.

- In fact, a large part of the "f,ight
that students are engaged in at the
present time concerns gaining, not

just-defending — as the National

Union of Students pretends — certain
elementary rights like the right to
use their Union funds as they wish.
~In order to get round all kinds of
legal hog-wash, the Union General

army got confused. Ina TV con-‘-":"i: Meeting has put through a resolution

that 5 rank and-file members of the
NUM should come separately to the
University to give lectures on the
Strike, for which they would be paid
£50 eack. This way, they claimthat
they can legally get the money from
the Local Authority.

- The students-also voted to give

| §£100wto F isher-Bendix, again by in-

viting a worker from the sit-in to
the University as a visiting
lecturer!




FULL SUPPORT FOR THE

IRISH
REPUBLICAN
ARMY

but still unbeaten Catholic people of
Rritain’s Northern Ireland puppet
backyard State. |

The Civil Rights demonstration
was seen as the *peaceful’ wing of
the general Republican mobilisation.
minutes or so later that the Para- The butchering of the demonstrators
troopers, without any provocation,
loosed their bullets a% the Civil
Rights meeting.

One of the Paisleyite leaders the
Rev. James McClelland, speaking
before the march, said: ‘We were
approached by the Government and
given assurance that the Civil Righs
march will be halted — by foce if

necessary.””
That promise was kept — with a

vengeance,
The war against the IRA requires
the support of the Protestant sect-
ion of the population — and that is
dependent on the Army being seen to
control the Republican population,
That is the plain truth about the
massacre, this latest bloody atrocity
against the harrassed and temrorised

The 13 dead men shot down in cola

blood on January 30th. in Derry City
will have as powerful a posthumous

effect on Irish politics as did the

‘ 16 dead men * killed in cold blood

after the 1916 Rising,

Already the upsurge of the people
of the whole of Ireland has reached
a level not seen since 1920/21.

Already the final layers of indif-
ference in the people of the 26
County ‘Republic’ have been penet-
rated by the shock and horror of the
mass murder in Derry.

Strikes and demonstrations have
mushroomed all over the 32 Counties
of Ireland, and even in London, in-
volving both British and Irish
warkers.

Peaceful men attending a ‘legal’
meeting were picked off like toy
figures in a shooting gallery. Many
were shot in the back. Even the
wounded, and those who tried to tend
to them, were shot at — some died
going to the aid of the wounded.

!

Eye witness reports all contradid
the Army version that they were ret-
urning fire, and so do the circum-
stances. Even those few who say
they remember hearing gunfire other
than that of the Army, say it was 10

is the measure of the desparate
panic of both Army and Government
in face of the strength of the Repub-
lican movement.

The extreme violence used on
peaceful demonstrators against the
newly-opened internment camp at
Magilligan a week previously was
only a foretaste. Somewhere along
the line between Magilligan and
Derry the death sentence, on a lotter
basis, was imposed for breaches of
the ban on demonstrations.

That must have been a political
decision. Any Army indiscipline or
excess of zeal occurred within the
confines of Government policy.

The Government is responsible.
Heath and his Cabinet are war crim-
inals in Northern Ireland, as they are

ot e
'..l ‘."7 - ’: :4’#,, o
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Mr. Tony Martin, a ship rigger
from Manchester who now lives in
Derry, said soldiers had fired on himr
self and a group of about 15 other
men who had gone to tend the wound-
ed near Abbey Park. ‘‘We saw four
wounded people lying at the end of
a patch of waste ground,‘* he said.
‘‘We puf our hands in the air to
show we were unarmed and waved
white handkerchiefs. We managed
fo walk as far as where the people
were lying. Then a soldier opened
up with a machinegun. One man was
shot in the leg, and another had a
scalp wound. We had to lie on top
of the bodies of the wounded.’"
The Guardian

F ather Daley, a Derry parish
priest, describes how he saw three
people who had been shot down in
Rossville Street: **Two of them have
since died, one a young boy. | saw
his father try to get to him but he
was shot down, too. T he father is
still in hospital, injured,

/|t was impossible to step out.

T hey were lying behind the barri-
cade. 1 could only get about 10
vards towards them but | administer~
ed the last rites from there.

T hen the paratroopers arrived
~ about 10 or 20 of them — and they
pushed about 10 of us against the
wall. We couldn’t move one way or

another. Bullets were ricocheting nea

us.
*“T he paratroopers pulled us

away pretty roughly into a courtyard.
T here was a paratrooper beside me.
People were fleeing away but he
aimed at least eight shots indis-
criminately at them. | grabbed him
and shouted, ‘For God’s sake

stop!’ But he shrugged me off,””

F ather Daley went on: ‘“What
really frightened me was that some
of the troops seemed to enjoy it —
| heard men laughing and making
crude jokes as | saw people falling.
God Almighty — it’s only really
now getting home to me.””

The Guardian

Joe Docherty of Derry describes
how Barney McGuigan died: *“The
passageway cleared and | saw two
soldiers. This brought them into
sight of the peopie huddling in the
high flats. | saw a soldier taking
aim at Barney McGuigan who was
walking over to shelter. He fired
and Barney fell .. | came out and
went over to Barney. He was lying
in a pool of blood with his right
eye and face shot away.”’

Morning Star




City-of=-Loondon hatchet men against
the British working class.

Clearest testimony of all is the
prass-faced front of the Government
in face of the outery. Another Para-
chute Regiment, notorious as the
paras are for brutality in Northern
Ireland, is going to Ireland.

And Maudling in the House of
Commons came close to threatening
a repeat performance of the Derry
massacre at the planned Newry dem-

onstration next Sunday: */If Mr. Gerry

Fitt is saving that he intends delib-
erately to organise further marches,
or participate, or support other
marches which are in defiance of the
law of his country, if he is doing
that, the consequences are very
grave,?’

TWG ALTERNATIVES

In all the liberal and humanitarian
outrage at the slaughter there 1s a
danger that the maln point will be
missed.

The point 1s that there are only
Lt possible alternatives in Northern
Iredand now,

Either the Republicans will win,
arwl irefand be reunited according to
the wishes of the vast majority of
rer mma;le with as much a,utonomy
for “he Orange people as 1s compat-
ih .*9 with the rights of the majority.

Cr the British Government will be
asiowed to bludgeon the Northern
Irish Catholics into submission to
Westminster and Stormont.

The first is the only conceivable
=olution: the other would be a
peaciionary holding-operation. It
woulrd be followed in due time, after
& 1 of recuperation, by another

:11g of the republican people.

Ju tand’s Cemurles-long struggle
for freedom 1s a series of wars of
revoit, each one being crushed by
‘force and fraud’: but only for a
while,

Each defeat was followed by a
new beginning — and a new revolt.
‘We shall rise again’ became — and
remalins — the way in which Repub-
licanism summed its history and
asserted its determination that (in
the words of the great republican
Pearce) ‘Ireland unfree shall never
be at peace."”’

[.et no one be under any illusions
apbout that. Let no one, horror-
stricken at Derry, mumble about
peace. Those who would bring real
peace to Ireland must aid the
Republicans to victory.

There can be neither peace nor
freedom while the puppet Stormont
State exists. That state 1imprisons
against their will a Catholic minority
bigger as a proportion of the 6 Co.
population than would be all the
Protestants 1n a united Ireland.

The Northern Ireland state is
totally artificial, the result of
manipulation by Britain of divisions
amongst the Irish people, for her own
ends. The argument that Northern
Ireland must remain in existence
until a majority of its people want
otherwise is cod-‘democracy’.

It is preposterous because the
State 1s artificial and the majority
completely arbitrary.

Ireland, 32 counties, 1s the unit
for majorities and minorities, not an
artificially chosen 6 counties set
up and protected as a British puppet
state.

BUILD A SOLIDARITY
CAMPAIGN'!

British and international support
for Ireland is impressive — but
ordssly inadequate. And it is vital.

Without the intervention of a mass

movement in Rritain in favour of the |

Republicans there will be a war of
attrition in Ireland. In Brifain we
need a real solidarity campaign and
a genuine solidarity policy. At the
present time, apart from the small

Irish Solidarity Campaign, there is
neither,

The Anti-Internment League 1S
politically crippled by an ambiguity
regarding the struggle.
logically it should take sides,
understanding that to call for the
withdrawal of troops is either ‘adviee
to the Government to oblige and pull
them out, or an understanding that
they will have to be driven out -
and therefore that the job of solidar-
ity demands an explicit endorsement
of those who are fighting to get them
out — that is, the IRA.

It demands a propaganda drive
in favour of their case — to counter
the propaganda of the bosses’ press
in Britain.

To oppose internment also denr
ands more than mere liberal and
pacifist protest. Most workers know
that there is an IRA campaign of
violence, know that it is impossibie,
given its support in the Catholic
community, to suppress the IRA
according to normal peacetime laws

(even those of Northern Ireland).

Such workers will only be won
against internment, and against the
British Army, if they are convinced
of the justice of the IRA case. They
will only be convinced by an argum-
ent that unambiguously takes sides.

The ‘case’ that a bigger move-
ment can be built on a broader,
vaguer basis is shortsighted. There
is bound to be an upsurge of feeling
over the Derry massacre. But unless
it is organised and clarified to
understand the issues then it will
not last long or lead anywhere.

arity movement in Britain. Anything
less is a betrayal of the Irish strug-
gle. The chronic muddleheads who
supported the British troops in *69
and who today refuse to call for the
victory of the IRA ~— the clique of
little Englanders who mislead the
‘“‘International?®’ Socialism Group,
should be treated with the contempt

they deserve,
While endeavouring to mobilise

the Rritish workers in industrial and
political action in support of the
IRA, we must not use this as an

The Vietnam Solidarity movement, eyasion of the primary, immediate

which mobilised over a hundred
thousand people, was based on ex-
plicit support for a revolutionary
fight against imperialism, on the
slogan Victory to the NLF.

Our solidarity movement must
take the same stand, in support of
those fighting. The fact that it is
‘our own' imperialism which we
oppose is an argument for, not
against, doing so.

Open and active support for the

IRA must form the basis of the solid-

MAIRIN LYNCH reports from Dublin

Shaky ride for
Dublin’s Green Tories

THE ARMED RESISTANCE OF
the Catholic population in the
North to the forces of BRritish 1mper
1alism has overshadowed the strug-
gles taking place in the rest of the
country. But this does not mean
these struggles are not taking
place — indeed, the government
there has been in continual crisis
for over a year.

The governing party, Fianna
Fail, is threatened with a split
right down the miidle. This came
into the open in 1970 with the trial
of former Finance Minister Charlie
Haughey for allegedly trying to im-
port arms. Sirfe then another ex-
minuster, Neil Blaney, has founded
a party called Aontacht Eireann,
which alleges that Fianna Fail has
abandoned its Republican heritage.

Aontacht Eireann has not been
able to challenge Fianna Fail openr

1 1y in an election, but several

Fianna Fail TD s (Irish MPs) are
walting for the opportune moment
to split.

The existence and activity of
an armed opposition in the form of
the TRA and its offshoots 1s seen
as a grave threat by the governmant.
If he had the political strength,
Jack Lynch would not hesitate to
open the Curragh internment camp,
which could then be used for the
silencing of all dissidents includ-
ing trade union militants. But a
change in the balance of forces,
and a new political line-up, will be
necessary before this can be done.

If the situation in the north was
the only one that Liynch had to con-
tend with, he would probably sur-
vive. But this is combined with an
economic crisis which grows inc-
reasingly severe. Unemployment is
growing steadily, swelled by the
drying up of employment in Britain
and by increasing redundancies. In
the spring of last year the govern-
ment announced that it was with-
drawing the dole from single men.
The ensuing uproar forced him to
back down and declare it a ‘‘mis-
take'’. But this threat caused more
Fianna Fail TDs to dissent openly

from their party’s policies than the
whole of the Northern crisis so far.
But that was only the beginning.
Throughout 1971 the boom brought
about by the influx of foreign in-
vestment in the 60s slowed to a
halt. One by one factories closed
down, the redundant workers find.
ing it impossible either to get new
jobs or to emigrate. Young people
leaving school found themselves
faced with unemployment and, as
they had not been insured, the
meagre unemployment benefit was

denied to them.
This situation, of nearly 80,000

insured unemployed, has forced
even the treacherous Irish Labour
Party to protest. An emergency de-
bate, however, solved nothing, and
only resulted in a few pious
promises.

COMMON MARKET

But Fianna Fail are pinning
their hopes on a solution in the
Common Market. They are promis-
ing an economic boom resulting
from increased farm prices.

The economy of the big ranclers
will boom all right, but the small
farms will go to the wall. Not only
that, but Irish industry, which 1s
weak and vulnerabie, will not be
able to withstand the winds of comr
petition in the EEC.

The promise of employment 1n
Germany or northern Italy 1s of
small comfort to the workers threat-
ened with large scale redundancies.

This picture of gloom for the
ruling class is matched, however,
by one of hope for socialists. The
working class has shown its deter-
mination not to take the attacks on
jobs and living standards lying
down. Even the trade union bureau-
crats are forced to make anti-EEC
noises, and the Irish Congress of
Trade Unions has pledged its
opposition to it.

The union leaders did a deal
last year with the Government
about what was 1n effect a wage
freeze, but this is now being chal-
lenged at rank and file level by the
membership.

and urgent task of backing up the
armed resistance of the Catholic
people, led by the IRA, with all the
practical aid we can muster,

Money is urgently needed, and
should be sent to:

United Irishman 13 Gardiner

P lace, Dublin. (Officials)

An Poblacht, 24, L ower Kevin
Street, Dublin, (Provisionals)

Sean Matgamna

SINN FEIN

The coming months will see a
ereat change in the political situat-
ion in southern Ireland. But the out-
come of this change depends onthe
strategy of socialists there. '

Ireland is an oppressed nation,
many of whose problems arise from
the lack of real independence.

Opposition to the Common Mar-
ket in such a situation ties in with
the burning issue, underlying the
Northern war, of national indepen-
dence, and with the anti-imperialist
attitudes of broad sections of the
people.

In contrast to Britain, where op-
position to the EEC is a diversion
from the real fight of the working
class, in Ireland such opposition
can play a role in mobilising an
anti-capitalist movement.

Thus in Ireland the EEC must
be opposed. But it must be oppos-
ed on a principled, internationalist
socialist basis.

So far the campaign against the
EC, led by a Sinn Fein (Official)
and Communist Party coalition, has
posed an independent capitalist
Ireland as an alternative. The strat
egy for this alternative has been
one of an all-class alliance againg
the EEC, even using such ‘issues’
as the ““moral corruption’’ which
would sweep Ireland on entry!

But the problems of redundan-
cies and unemployment, the obliter-
ation of the small farmers and of a
rising cost of living are not going
to be solved in some small
capitalist Republic with trade
agreements with the Common Mar-
ket. There is no future for Ireland
as a capitalist entity.

Anyone who does not make this
clear to the working class is mis-
leading them.

Similarly unemployment and the
Wage Agreement must be fought on
a socialist basis. Socialists in
Ireland will therefore be mounting
a campaign around transitional de-
mands to fight for full employment
and a living wage for all.

23-1-1971
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As bosses move to dismantle

BATTLE LINES DRAWN
OVER N.D.L.S.

47, when the docks were still worked by casual

The Dock Labour Scheme was set up by Act of Parliament in 19

Docks Industry:

labour. It sought to give the docker some security by controlling who could work on the docks. Only dockers

registered under the scheme could go in for the
registered they were given guarantee against redundancies.
tered dockers and ‘hires’ them out to the various companies.

with £20 a week.

If a docker is attached o a COMm-
pany which has no work available
for a particular day then he 1s paid
the fall-back pay which is about
£25 a week, but varies from port to

port.
- It is the National Dock Labour
Board which hires and fires dockers.
Changes in the terms of employment,
sackings or changes of employer,
have to be referred to the Board.
The Board consists of 50% employ-
ers® and 509 union representatives.
Thus the unions can always veto
redundancies and control the emp-
loyment of new labour.

The scheme challenges the rigit
of employers to hire and fire as
they wish and for this reason they
have always resented it. For 20
years they have been trying to get
rid of it, but have always been met
face to face with the united oppos-
ition of the mass of dockworkers.

In 1967 the docks were decas-
ualised, men being hired out to emp-
loyers by the NDLB on a long-term
basis, rather than by the half-day
as previously. Since then, the Port
employers have redoubled their
efforts to scrap the Scheme.

The last attempt was in 1969
under the Labour Government. The
1966 Labour election manifesto
pledged the Party to nationalisation
of the docks and the extension of
the elements of workers’ control
contained in the Dock Labour
Scheme. When three years later
they finally published their Ports
Rill it was clear that far from ex-
tending the principle of union cont-
rol over the register, it was left
sufficiently vague to enable the
Government to water it down even
further in the future. Also, the Bill
only provided for the nationalisation
of the major Ports.

CONTAINERS

The small but highly profitable
and quickly-expanding container
ports were to remain in private
hands. The hidden intentions behind
the Ril! were brought out quite clear-
ly by George Cattell, chairman of
the National Ports Modemisation
Committee: “‘Co why a system of
registration for dockworkers in the
new age?'’ he asked ‘‘After all they
were registered because they were
ecasual. And now they are not only
permanent employees, but most of
them are about to become permanent
employees of the State itself.”’

The dockworkers replied with a
one~-day national strike which closed
nearly all the major ports. Under
this pressure the Labour Government
declared that it had never been their
intention to tamper with the scheme.

The Tory election victory scotch-
ed Labour’s plans for nationalisat-
ion of the Ports. But the employers’
lobby for junking the Dock Labour
Scheme soon found attentive ears 1n
the new government — with the
added advantage that unlike the
[ abour Party the Tories are not
given to making empty noises about

workers® control.

Besides trving to get the Scheme
scrapped by playing the parliament-
ary pressure game, the employers
nave nad a policy of getting round
it by expanding ports which come
~utside the Dock Labour Scheme.

For the most part these Ports
are inland container ports. They
present the greatest threat to the
dockers’ job security. Besides these
inland Ports, there are those ports
at which containers are filled by
non-registered labour and loaded
orto ships hy registered dockers.

Take for example a port like
P =ston which employs about 200
non-registered dockers filling the
coptainers and 100 registered dock-
ers loading them.

Yet Preston shifts more cargo
than Manchester, a port employing
1,200 registered dockworkers.

The employers have had a delib-
erate policy of making sure that the
bulk of work on containers does not
g0 to registered dockers.

Dockworkers have launched a
series of strikes and Court actions
against this policy, but in the ab-
sence of any national leadership it
is the employers who have got the
upper hand.

The responsibility for this lies
entirely with the Union leadership
who ‘sold’ the container-stuffing
hases to the employers to be worked
by non-registered dockers, provided
that they were worked by T&GWU
members. e

There has been no sign of an
official, nationally organised, fight
against this threat to dockers’ jobs,
indeed it was only at the end of
1970 that the T&GWU held a docks
I ay Delegates Conference to
discuss the problem. Otherwise the
onlv sign of resistance 1S an Appeal
hy the National Dock Iabour Board
which is presently debated in the
House of Lords!

PRODUCTIVITY

The other threat to dockers’ jobs
is the productivity deals which the
employers have managed to get
through in the major ports themsel-
ves. The Devlin Scheme has result-
ed in reduction in the size of gangs,
shift work and greatly increased
mobility of labour. In other words,
the loss of thousands of jobs. The
result of the employers’ policies is
q ‘crisis’ in the ports.

Nationally there are 45,000 reg-
istered dockworkers and at the
moment it is estimated that 7,000
are being sent home every day with-
out work. This crisis is entirely of
the employers’ making and has been
quite deliberately planned by them.
The barrier that prevents the sur-
plus men being sacked and the
employers reaping the full fruits of
their rationalisations is the Dock
Labour Scheme.

At the moment the only way that
they can reduce the labour force 1S
by offering severance pay, which
can only be done on a voluntary
hasis - hen only with the app-

degrading business of fighting for the available jobs, and once
The National Dock Labour Roard employs all regis-
If they are not hired out they end up in the pool

roval of the Dock Labour Board.

Such severance payments, which
are usually from £1,600 to £1,800,
used to be an effective carrot to
set men to leave the industry.

But with one million workers
already in the dole queues, it has
ceased to be so attractive. Now
several T&GWU branches in [London
are advising their members not to
accept severances until the terms
are re-negotiated — £5,000 is the
figure they want for any future pay-
ments.

In Hull, where the National Dock
L abour Board have made provision
for 185 voluntary redundancies,
they admit that they will have dif-
ficulties in finding enough willing
takers.

All of which leaves the employ-
ers with one option — their long
cherished aim: to rid themselves
of the restrictions imposed by the
Dock Labour Scheme.

And only the Dock Labour
Scheme stands between employmert
and the dole queues for the thous-
ands of dockers who are now
‘stamping’.

Into the phoney crisis which
they themselves have created step
the employers with their threats of
returning men to the unattached
register.

Their strategy 1s crystal clear.

BOSSES’ STRATEGY

At the moment there are only
about 600 men on the unattached
register nationally. It the employ-
ers succeed in putting the I ondon
B-men in the pool, then before long
the figure will rise to 4,000.

The employers can then declare
the Dock Labour Scheme ‘unwork-
able? and appeal to Parliament to
repeal it.

Resides the London employers
who have made clear their intent-
ions, the Liverpool employers have
said that they expect a ‘surplus’ of
400 men this year.

In Hull 500 dockworkers are
‘surplus to requirements’, and the
pool has swelled to 53.

In Manchester and Southampton
there are as yet only rumours flying
about, that the pool is returning.
But clearly the employers are
united on a policy of creating a
swamp of surplus labour as the first
step to making a direct attack on
the Dock Labour Scheme.

The great weakness of the dock-
workers is the way they have allow
ed themselves to become divided
one port from the other. The Devlin
scheme has, as was 1ts aim, chop-
ped up the dockers — each Port has
o different agreement which expires
at a different time, with different
rates of pay and different reviews.

The result has been a total lack
of co-ordination at the shop stew-
ard level. So that when a clearly
national issue, such as defending

the Dock Labour Scheme comes up
there is no ready machinery to lead
the fight.

ninel

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
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NORMAN WRIGHT ADDRESS!

The National Ports Shop Stew-
ards® Committee which seemed
such a big step forward 18 months

ago has been allowed to lie dorm
ant, mainly because the Communist
Party Docks faction who lead it
want to avoid antagonising the
TRGWU officials and Jack Jones.

However, last month the Nation-
al Shop Stewards Committee was
hastily re-convened to meet the
I ondon employers® challenge, after
it had not met for over a year.

The one-day strike of January
26th. is a start.

Rut if it isn’t followed up ser-
jously, if the sinews of a really
effective national organisation are
not created and placed on a war
focting with a DOCKERS' STRAT*-
EGY to meet the EMPLOYERS’
STRATEGY, then very little will
come of it.

If the employers persist with
their plans for putting the London
men on the unattached register, and
at the moment no other conclusion
is possible, then a national dock
strike is the only weapon that will
deter them.

This will have to go ahead re-
gardless of the Union leadership,
who in the past have gained them-
selves a well-deserved reputation
for vacillation and failing to sup-
port dockworkers 1n vital strikes
such as the 1967 strike against
Devlin.

IFF THERE IS A NATIONAL
DOCK STRIKE, THEN IT WILL
CLEARLY BE A STRIKE AG-
AINST UNEMPLOYMENT. AS
SUCH IT MUST HAVE THE
SUPPORT OF ALL OF BRIT-
AIN’S TEN MILLION TRADE
UNIONISTS.

The dockworkers have won
guarantees against redundancies
which should be an example to
the rest of the working class.

If the employers can take
away these rights which have
been won, then how much harder
will it be for workers in other
industries to win them, and to

fight back effectively against
the lengthening dole queues.
Joe Wright

THE HOOK
rank and file dockers’ paper

available from :
H.Youd
Editor,
26,Langton Street,
Saiford 6.
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MEETING

for Action

NOR MAN WR IGHT is a member
of the National Ports Shop Stew
ards Committee, the T & GWU
National kay delegate for Pres-
ton, and a member of the 1969
Preston Strike Committee.

He was interviewed on Jan-
uary 24th. by Steve Corbishley.

S.C. — Recently, in Preston,
there was a dispute between the
NDLB and some local container
employers over whether contain-
er men should be registered, and
the decision went against the
NDLB. How do you view the
situation?

N.W. — It was a set-back for reg-
istered dockers, but in the long run
it was a bigger set back for the un-
registered men, unless they unite
with the registered dockers. This
is for the simple reason that the
unregistered men would not come
under the National Dock L abour
Scheme, and therefore have no se-
curity of empioyment, as the emp-
loyers have full right of hiring and
firing. |

T he NDL B have decided not to
appeal against the decision, and it
would have bheen foolish for Prest-
on to take direct action on their
own. But now with the National
ShopStewards Committee taking act-
ion it is hoped that it will help
Preston.

S.C. — Could you explain why
dockers want to keep the Nation-
al Dock L abour Scheme? What
would the employers like to do
with i1t?

N.W. —- Under the NDL S dockers

have 50% control of registered worlk

ers, and employers would like it
scrapped for the one reason that it
takes the sole right of hiring and
firing out of the employers’ hands.

S.C. — Until 1968 Preston was
the first port to use containers
on a large scale. Since then it
has been overtaken by London
and the larger ports. Now cont-
ainerisation is exnanding at a

fast rate, e.g. in London in 1370
it increased by 104%. What do
you think of the situation ahead
for dockers with the increase in
containerisation?

N.W. — At the rate it is going now,
the dockers will be as extinct as
the buffaloes, unless action is
taken along the lines of the 9 dem-
ands of the NP S5C.

S.C. — How was Preston affect-
ed by the first phase of Devlin?

N.W. — T he effect (;?acceptance of
Devlin P hase 1 was that it helped
to cause the 10% week strike in
1969.

T he main effects were: 1)a Cut
ting down in manning scales; 2)to
make pieceworkers and weekly
workers put in overtime, while
pieceworkers had to work more
piece-work to make the £16 guar-
antee; 3)it meant that men were re-
turned to the pool more often on a
day-to-day basis.

L iverpool and London went on
strike in 1967 and got rid of parts

of Devlin 1. But in Preston no act
ion was taken then, and 90% of the

employers implemented Devlin as
planned.

One good result that came out
of Devlin through the 1969 Preston

strike, was that members of the
strike committee became the shop

stewards committee, the branch
committee, the local joint commit-
tee, the NDL B representatives, the
‘appeals for the NDL B’ representat-
ives, and one became the National
L ay delegate. This is probably
unique in the docks.

NATIONALISATION

S.C. ~ Is nationalisation the
solution to the dockers’ prob-
lems?

N.W. — Not as under the L abour
Government,; they wanted to nation-
alise only part of the docks. Their
policy was to nationalise ports
doing 5 million tons a year and
over, T herefore it would not have
been 100% nationalisation.

It is hoped by dockers that nat-
ionalisation will put an end to the
emplovers playing port to port, and
dockers to dockers.

S.C. — In London the Port of
London Authority announced that

they would return 2,000 men to
the unattached register, and the

same has happened in Hull. Also}

the employers want to scrap the
voluntary redundancy scheme.
Why has this happened, and what
sort of action can be taken?

N.W. — This is happening for the
simple reason that containerisation,
palletisation and pre-slung pulpand
timber are increasing output by
400-500%, and maybe much more. In
L ondon the employers are moving
out of the enclosed ports to new
container berths, which need fewer
men and less time to unload cont-
ainers, and it is the registered
dockers who are being returned to
the unattached register.

T he reason they want to finish
the voluntary severance scheme is
that they claim modernisation is In-
creasing faster than the employers
anticipated. But this | don’t agree
with, because the McKinsey Report
in 1967 already stated that it would
be possible to reduce the labour
force by 80% in the next decade,
during which 90% of cargoes, or
future cargoes, would be container-
ised.

The 9 DEMANDS of the NPS5C
are the way to fight these attacks.

S.C. — On Wednesday 26th. Jan-
vary there will be a one-day
strike and a march in L iverpool
by dockers and miners for their
pay claims, in unity with the
Fisher-Bendix workers, as a dem
onstration against unempioyment
and the Tory policies. With this
in the background, how do you
view the fight against unemploy-
ment?

N.W. — It is the first round of the
fight to come, and it will be a set
back if every trade unionist in the
country does not fight for the same
demands at the same time.

T here is only one way to win —
through workers< unity. If one in-
dustry takes on the Government one
at a time it will not be a fight, it
will be a massacre.

S.C. — What do you think of the
future of the NP SSC, now that a
number of demands have been
brought forward? E specially now
that the NPSSC has come to life
after a period of quiet following
the first few meetings more than
a year ago’?

N.W. — It has come alive because of
the 2,000 men at London being re-
turned to the unattached register, It
is hoped that the NP S5C can get
the backing of the National Lay
Delegates. If this is not possible,
the NP SSC will have to take unof-
ficial action on their own. T he

NP SSC is more prepared to take act
ion than the National L ay delegates.

It is also hoped that at the same
time the NP SSC will be recognised
officially, by the Union and the
emp loyers.

Action is taken quicker by
dockers in response to the NP SSC
than to the Lay Delegates. The
NPSSC was formed because the
official side of the Union was not
doing enough for the dockers quick
enough.

(The 9 demands of the NPSSC
incjude :

No redundancies

For all Ports, including the new
inland container ports, to be in the

NDLB.
Retirement at 60
A 30-hour week and longer

holidays.

Nationalisation of all Ports
under workers’ control.)

 Send 1o: Business mlnl[or.
on

WORKERS'FIGHT?

Dave Brodie

Manna to
Havana

R ecently, having nothing better to
do, | picked up a Church magazine
(that’s my excuse, and 1’m stuck
with it). | felt so humble when
reading about the missions to the
poor made by the Christian ladies
of the P arish. (T he poor are always
with us. The good L ord has willed
it so.)

Imagine my amazement when |
read about this fella who fed half
of Stockport with a couple of sliced
loaves and a tin of sardines.

B ut what really held my interest
was an article about a character by
the name of Brother Ambrose. It
seems that the said Brother Amb-
rose has dedicated his life to bring

- ing the Cubans back to God.

He is quick to explain that in
pre-Castro Cuba, the Churches
were always full. Now the Cubans
have lost their sense of priority.

T hey prefer full stomachs to full
churches.

Did you know that the same
dreadful man, F idel Castro, actual-
ly took the landlords’ properties
and gave them to the peasants.
Now! Beforehand, the peasants
had quite happily given seventy
five percent of their crop to the
landlords and moneylenders. One
can imagine how gleefully the poor
Cuban used to send out his twelve-
vear old daughter to satisfy the
lust of fat American tourists, sSo
that the family might eat each day.

I’m sure the same poor Cuban
would agree that he would prefer
his daughter to be a good Christian
prostitute, rather than a well fed
and educated Communist.

| am equally certain, Brother
Ambrose would agree with him.

T here is worse to come. Not
only have the aforementioned land-
lords and moneylenders been made

to work (! said work. Repeat. Work)
but Brother Ambrose has had cause

to complain about being relieved of
his begging bowl. He informs us
that he was actually requested to
toil in the cane fields with ordinary
mortals.

I’m sure that you will join with
me in wishing Brother Ambrose
every success in his endeavours to
bring prostitution and exploitation
back to Cuba.

Any suggestions may be sent to

the Rev. Warner, St. Mary’s Church,
Droylsden, Manchester,

Don’t depend on the chance
meeting —

subscrioe!

Please send WORKERS’ FIGHT for
6 months / 12 months
| enclose 75p. / £1.50

NAME . ....cctvctecnnncae

Address ... .. c oo o co s 0 s

98
don N.|

Glfford Stireet,




BWORKERS'FIGHT

IN 1944 ABRAM LEON WAS MURDERED IN
the gas chambers of Auschwitz. But unlike
most ot the inillions who died there too, he
understood the force that des troyed him, and
he had devoted himself, up to his arrest a

tew months before, to the fight against it.

A leading Belgian Trotskyist, Leon had dir -
ected his party’s socialist propaganda work
amongst the working class conscript soldiers of
the occupving German army, helped organise
meetings of underground factory committees in
the metal plants of Liege and travelled secretly
tooccupred France to reestablish the intemat-
wnal links of the revolutionary workers’ move-
ment.

These actions were not only those of a Sa-
1alist internationalist, but of a Jew who under-
stood that decaying capitalism had no place 1n
it for the Jews whom it had evicted from their
traditional class position as feudal middlemen;
who understood that it could only use them as a
Scapegoat for 1ts own crimes. Capitalism was a
world system from which there could be no
escape — and the only salvation for the Jews as
for the working class lay in destroying it.

Abram Leon came to these ¢ mc usions on
the basis o a historical analysis S’*‘* , which he
had waked out while a leader of the Belgian
Zionist  Socialist youth movement (Hashomer
Hatsair). He had argued for his explanation within
the Zionist movement, and had then left on the
basis of it to join the Trotskyists in 1939,

ZIONIST MYTH

Zionistideas centred round the Jewish myth —
that the root of the tragic history of the ‘Jewish
people’ lay 1n the action of the Roman soldiers,
2,000 vears ago, who drove the Jews from their
land dispersing them over the earth; that their
spiritual greatness lay in their holding together
despite dispersal an persecution, un ite by a
beliet in one god and in their national destiny;
and the myth that their problem could be solved
and their destiny realised by a return to ‘their’
land, of 2,000 years ago.

Leon argued that the
class’: a historically
people, bound together by
ition. They were mainly involved in trade, begin-
ning in the ancient world in which their land
straddled the crosspoints of the trade routes
between the centres of the ancient civilisations.
It was not the Roman s ddiers, but their own jobs
as traders which scattered them through the
ancient world: the mass dispersal of Jews out-
side Palestine had already become a fact before
the final fall of Jerusalem. It was not despite
the dispersal but because of it and of the common
class position that accompanied it, that they sur-
vived as a distinct people.

And now, in the modern world, it was not
essentially as a national minority, but as an un -
popular, increasingly irrelevant and therefore
powcrless CILASS t%lat they faced anti-semitism,
It was, argued Leon, by the destruction of capit-
alism, not by the establishment of a client state
of 1imperialism — Israel ~ that the survival and
freedom of 18 million Jews around the world
could be assured.

Jews were a

ople-
and culturally

1Stinct

DIASPORA

Centuries before the Romans destroyed the
lemple more than three quarters of the Jews
lived outside Palestine scattered around the

ancient world.

With the decline of Roman society, the eclipse
of towns and the shrinking of trade and their re-
placement by a loal rural economy producing
use values, ruled by local landowners, the Jews
remained as more or leSs the only traders and,
after the coming ot Islam, the only links between
cast and west. On the other hanti 1n time those
fl'e\vvs not engaged 1in- trade and finance stopped

emg Jews, assimilating by conversion to
Christianity o1 Islam. The jb “of trading shaped
udaism and led to its survival. Being born a
. }ew prepared and destined a childto the comm-
ercial class, | ‘

Again and again throughout its history, the
umty of the Jewish people-class was selectively
strengthened by the conversion and assimilation
of those of its members who did not carry on the
e nomic jobs of the rr}fajo}fity. N(} tlra(:(f: remamsﬁ
“as distinct groups, of the re-Islamic Jewis
?;rnifsugftl\.%rthpzﬁfrica, of [t)he Jewish landed
proprietors of 4th., Century Germany, or of the
Jewish warrior tribes of Arabia.

It 1s probable, ironically, that there are mare

hysical descendants of the Pakstine Jews of
‘Bar Cochbar’s time in the Arab refugeé camps
than amongst the ‘returning’ Jews of Israel.

4 common class pos-

> T Tt oy AR 2,
e x R R L LR o0 RN ol
R on X AT T X
A " metetats .
ek %

ARAB GUERILLAS, VICTIMS OF ISRAEL - ¢
are more physical descendants of the Palestine Jews of Bar Cochbar’s time in the Arab
refugee camps than among the ‘returning’ Jews of Israei..®

(Juestio - - 1 1

FEUDALISM

teudalism is one
used directly, by

The natural economy of early
where goods are produced to be
the peasant « his lord, and not with markets 1n
mind. Money plays little part 1n daily life. Yet
such a society, es ecially its ruling class, has
need of traders an money-lenders for exception-
a lpurposes — forrare essentials and for luxuries
from distant countries, for celebrations and for
war. The kings learned early to buy mercenaries
against disobedient vassals.

Yet the performance of thege essential comm-
ercial and financial tasks goes against the grain
of the values and structure of natural economv
society. It was the Jews who performed them,
and who were for a time well rewarded and res-
pected fe it.

Yet this independent Jewish merchant capital
was in no sense a germ of modern capitalism.
The Jewish -merchant did not IMvest money in
production, he was merely the link between
points of production far apart, over which he had
no influence. The development of early bourgeois
merchant capital, growin up organically out of
society and gradually ac IEVING POWEr Over raw
materials am?r local processes of oroduction, had
' obstacle of the commercial
monopoly of the Jews — who belonged to feudal
society and depended onir though they were a
foreign body within it.

MONEY-LENDING

As money economy spread, cities grew and
trade developed as part of normal lite, the Jews
were evicted from commerce and left with money-
lending alone. As various sources of money dev-
cloped, this too lost its essential relevance.
Hostility t~ the money-lender, held in check by
the need of him, broke bounds when this need
disappeared. From the 19th. century to the 14th.
century jews were hounded and burned, accused
of r1tual murder and of oisoning wells, (In 1190
for example hundreds of Jews besieged 1n York
castle committed mass suicide rather than sur-
render to the excesses of the crusader knights
outside.)

EAST EUROPE

In country after country Jews were EXProp-
riated and driven out, most taking refuge in east
Europe and Russia, where a more backward soc-
1ety still had a place for them a go-betweens.
But 1n eastern Furope by the 18th. andi9th.
centuries history began to repeat itself. Feudal
economy decayed, money and exchange relation-
ships seeped’ through the cracks. %ews. made
redundant 1n their 01%1 tasks moved from villages
and small towns inte the cities.

Istory

‘... It is probabie, ironically, that there

-~ -
-

They started to diversify their economic act-
and tobecome nvolved in production — but they
went mto workshops, not factories, as craftsmen.
They took up, for market production, those con-
sumer goods skills that some had always pract-
1sed for their own communities. But their new
€conomic hase soon shrank. The march of indust-
rnalisauon eastwards drove them out of this
refuge, just as it had ruined crattsmen such as
handloom weavers everywhere else.

Everywhere 1t developed capitalism rui ned
both feadal middlemen and artisans. In the west
it eventnally found new jobs for these displaced
people. But it developed in the Fast only after it
begun to rot and become parasitic in the West,
Western capiralismat one and the same tume both
stunulated and stifled the development of the
East, so that 1t was unable to reabsorb those
rwned by the disruption of the old order. The
competition of the Jews — and also their weake
ness -—- now ied to an explosion of the traditional
hatred for the Jews often, as in Russia, organ-
1sed by Governments, Christian Churches and
Police forces. Artisans, shopkeepers and many
wotkers remembered how their peasant fathers
had hated the Jewish moneylender and landlord’s
agent. There followed pogroms, persecutions and
witch trials on the model] of the Middle Ages —
as, tor example, the Bayliss trial in Russia in
1911.

A second mass migratory wave reversed the
movement ot the 18th. and 14th. centuries. By

the 1920s millions had left, most to Germany and
America,

PHE JEWS AND CAPITALISM

Unlike feudalism, capitalism has no special
place for the people-class. Early capitalism
tinds them an obsracle. Established advancing
capitalism diversifies their economic tasks and
assimlates them. In the countries of the West,
betore the mass migrations from Fastern Europe,
those who remained or had returned earlier were
well on the road to assumlation, Imtermarriage
was high, conversion common.

The new wave of migration to the West was
soon followed by the post-World War I crisis of
capitalism, bringing mass unemployment, ruine
small middle classes and 2 decaying society,
Having set the Jews in motion capitalism could
not now fmd room for them. Seeking to enter
the petty bourgeois and craftsmen jobs to which
they were accustomed, they found themsclves
facing the competition and hatred of similar
eiements, themselves being ruined.

Fascism directed popular hatred of capitalian
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and terror in face of social collapse onto the
traditional ‘money men’, vulnerable precisely
because they were, as a people, no longer
major money-men ot leading capitalists.

F ASCISM

The septic stream of anti-semtism which had
always oozed along the sewers of society ~ the
preoccupation of cranks, misfits and those who

see visions of the ‘who-killed-Christ’ variety —
now became a central element in a fascist myth
erected todefend the rulers of society by detlect-
ing the wrath of their victims againsta scapegoat.
The Jew had long personified money 1n folklore.
He now became the cause of allthe catastrophies

which capitalism was inflicting on the mass of

the people.

controlled from a sate distance, of the real cause
of their misery: the real — rather than the
apocrydphal — capitalist class.

And the Jews, having figured in history for
centuries as a People-Class associated above all
with trade and money, now had no special role
left except as a scapegoat for the masters of
money, of trade, of production and of the lives of
the masses. Together with Communists, Social-
ists and trade union militants of the working
class — including the German working class -
millions of Jews vanished into the extermination
camps of a lunatic society trapped 1n a blind
alley of crisis and war. As Leon expressed 1it,
““‘Historically the success of racism means that
capitalism has managed to canalise the anti-
capitalist consciousness of the masses into a
form that antedates capitalism and which no
longer exists except in a vestigial state.”’

ZIONISM

In this situation Zionism, beginning as a

us it was not Capitalism as such which small movement at the end of the last century,

ruined and starved the people — but an undefin-
able sectionof it, ¢‘Jewish Capital™, which aiso,
mysteriously, in its other guise of “Jewish Bol-
shevism’’, was the all-malevolent force behind

’

the Workers’ Parties and the Labour Unions which

were rousing the ire and the jealousy of the
terrified shopkeepers, and could offer little or
nothing to the semi-worker, the lumpen-proletat-
ian. All ills could be traced to their source in
the many-headed, anti-National ‘ Jewish Conspir-
acy’’. All who were aggrieved, sore, bruised by
thé system or disappointed by the failures and
betrayals of the Socialist and Communist parties
and who could see no way out of their own misery,
found a scapegoat.

k - lerk
eepers, clerks,
isexye

Furope, mass armies of ruined smail sho
lumpen-workers and demoral-
unemployed were organised by the fascist
agents of the big bosses to beat down the ‘“antr
national”’ ‘‘Jewish Conspiracy’” — and first and
foremost that expression of it to be found 1n the
Wockers’ Parties and the Trade Unions. Drunk
with despair and demagogy, many of the fascist
rank and file sincerely thought they were striking
at the root cause of their problems, though 1n
fact they were aly the deluded soldier-squads,

become Trotskyists.

was a fine comrade, cast in

politics in London in the *60s.
up the world situation at the beginning of the ye

March 1968.
T he sentiments expressed

and his son Owen.

slovakia and Poland, there is tension, ferment

imbalance, the strains and stresses
between them become increasingly

holding the whole together are fast
can say where the weakest thread
ed up regimes will succumb first.

In the chancelleries, cabinets,
and in the scores of thousands of p
ing parasites admit that ‘‘we’’ star
They would have us, the workers,
that it is “‘our’’ crisis too; that we
accompanying them over “‘the edge

The Stalinist bureaucracies in |
workers of the world. In fact all tk
al enclaves is repression of the v
and for elementary rights of expre
Czechosiovakia, they are forced to

- Liam Daltun

On January 21st. 1972 Liam Daltun died in L ondon. He was one of a
small group of militants who had taken part in the 1956/62 I.R.A. camp-
aign against British Imperialist domination of Ireland, and had thereafter
in recent months he had worked to aid the fight for

freedom in Northern Ireland, against British Army repression.
a mouta larger man most o1 us, and because

of this he suffered grievously the years of exile and sma¥l group emigre
We publish here a short excerft summing
ar 1968, from his contrib-

ution to a document called IN DEFENCE OF TR OTSKY ISM, published in

here say more about L iam Daltun than any-
thing we could write. We extend our deepest sympathy to his wife Nan

AT the present time the whole of society is made increasingly aware of
the real nature and inherent instability of capitalism. The barbarous and
genocidal war of the American Imperialists on the Vietnamese people, the
recent brutal and sadistic murder of African patriots by a handful of white
colonialists who have been guaranteed by the racist government of Harold
Wilson and by the trade- and profit-hungry capitalists of the world, show
what the ruling classes will do to defend their decrepit system.
other hand, the financial crisis which besets the system and which threat-
ens to bring the whole international commercial edifice crashing down
into a resounding slump like that of 40 years ago, is an augury of the
great period of confrontation and clash of the classes which lies ahead.

In the world of the Stalinist bureaucracies too, from China to Czecho
_ and great dangers for the
ruling cliques. Thus the whole world, both of the western imperialists

and of the stalinist bureaucrats, is a patchwarb-of waaimae nf prisis, The
built in Worcester:

**economically’’, that is, with a
minimum staff and high productivit
and is not expected to create many
new jobs for Worcester workers.
The War Industry, like other In-
dustries — whether controlied by
the Tory State or by ““free enter-
prise’’ big businessmen, is being
rationalised in order to make 1t
more efficient, more economical, .
more profitable. -

gained mass influence amongst Jews. It wanted
to escape from the now-redundant people-class
position and from crisis-ridden capitalism by a

simple physical removal to Palestine. It remained
a minority outlook amongst Jews until the Nazi
holocaust. Its predominance amongst Jews today
is one of the results of that most tragic defeat 1n
the history of the People-Class — a defeat 1t was
powerless to prevent, and which could only have
been prevented by the revolutionary victory of
the International working class which was pre-
vented or betrayed by the Socialist and stalinist
political orgamisations (and, incidentally, to a

minor degree, by the Zionist diversion from the

class $truggle&. .
Living 1n Nazi Ewope and fighting for the
socialist revolution, Abram Leon (%ismissed

Zionism as a utopian and reactionary diversion
from the real struggle which would liberate human-
ity, including the Jews. He did not live to see
modern Israel become a major client state of
American Imperialism and 1ts partner 1n repress-
ing the attempts of the Arabs to escape from
backwardness and from the impenalist exploitat-
1on which keeps them backward.

WORKERS’FIGHTS

L eon also could not have foreseen the post-
war temporary revival and stability which gave
1 new lease of life both to Zionism and particul-
arly tothe processof Jewish assimilation. Russia
is a peculiar and, in many ways, a special case,
but in the two other major Jewish centres, the
USA and Israel, the Jews are well on their way tc
losing their old identity.

In_ America the Yiddish language is lost,
sermons and choirs bring Jewishreligious cerenr
ony towards a Christian pattern, ritual restrict-
ions are dropped and Judaism becomes a margin-
ally distinctive version of the American way d
life. Jews have been absorbed 1into every level of
the US class structure and economy, though part-
icularly into the bourgeisie, and they have been
in a position to offer massiwve aid to Israel,
motivated by memories of the gas chambers and
the congruent interests of American imperialism.

In Israel too most of the traditional culture an
way of life of the people-class (including theix
traditional radicalism and their internationalism,
have also disappeared. The “‘Jewish Question™
here has been transformed into the problem of the
Zionist State of Israel, Imperialism’s ally agains
the Arab people. The twisted logicota capitalist
world hasresulted insome ot the remnants ol one
of Imperialism’s most tragic victims becoming 1ts
best defender in this area, where Imperialism has
helped create a Zionist State complete with al
the normal features of capitalism, including even
racial discrimination against dark-skinned Jews,
as well as against the conquered Arabs.

This has been the fate of the utopian Ziomst
attempt toescape from the situation of the Jewisl
people under capitalism. Like every other utopiar
colony known to history, the Zionist one too has
curned out to be a reproduction of the world out:
side. Almost everything the original colomsts
sought to escape has reemerged within [srae]

itself.

It proves the truth which Abram Leon s¢

clearly understood and which led him to a sharfg
break with Zionism — that there 1s no esca
from the problems of the capitalist wor d
except its total transformation by the revol-
utionary socialist struggle, and the victory
of the working class.

Constance Lever

Ility of the bureaucracy with real democracy will force them once more tc
seek to fighten their grip. In turn they will provoke resistance from the

workers, which may blow all the bureaucrats away.
Colossal struggles impend. A fine cliche that — or such would more

than likely have been the reaction until only recently of numerous citi-

Liam

zens. Not so now. Not so now, comrades! The simple statement of tact
which seemed to many to have become a
strikingly rejuvenated. The high-priests and astrologers of bourgeois
economy are overnight discredited. The rising tide of crisis in their
s‘crisis-proof’’ Keynesian world belies them more than any argument of
the Marxists. As the London TIMES pointed out recently, if the rulers
wanted to give a propaganda bonanza 1o the Marxists they could not have
done better than to ‘*allow’’ the present crisis to develop!

The heroic, the dogged and indomitable millions of Vietnamese have
shown and daily demonstrate

worn out cliche is suddenly and

that the alleged invincibility of the slaugh-

ter machine of the richest and most powerful of the imperialist predators

and

is a great bluff, a pathetic bit of psychological poker. The Vietnamese
are in the front line, unrelieved but victory-sure, thirteen-year-old boys
girls have become veteran soldiers

innured to war, determined to van

quish, disdainful of danger and death.

leged caste of the

On the

this will be rur

conflict is smashed.

only

r. The Dutts send a

The encrusted bureaucracies of the world working ctass movement
have done their best to isolate Vietnam and its sturdy fighters. The privi
sssocialist’’ states are more concerned with preserving
their status and private swimming pools, their timousines and dachas,
than with aiding the Vietnamese and administering the coup de grace 1o
Imperialism. Need we speak at all of the Wilsons, Gunters, Woodcocks,
Paynters, Corishes, Desmonds, Conroys, Palme Dutts, et al? Wilson
trots between the wheels of Johnson’s
ient and well-trained cu
jodine on a trip round the planet to
from priests, parsons and pacifists. Instead of class struggle and militar
internationalism they invoke
“prises de position’’ of the Bishop of Rome.

They do their poor best, all of them, to obfuscate the reality. They
wish to avoid the inevitable. They wouid have the workers believe that
there can be a polite transition to socialism: ‘“‘Excuse us, please, your
excellencies, mon general, Messrs. Moneybags, may we pass over your
prostrated forms to the Socialist future?’’.
class with the idea that talk of peace will end war, when war is an integ
ral part of capitalism and wili end only when the system that generates

battered war-chariot like an obed-
boatful of bandages and
the accompaniment of polite clappint

the platitudes of U Thant and the prayerful

Thus they disarm the working

The Vietnamese are in the front line. Around the world other forces
are mustering. In ireland the radicalisation of the working class grows

also, in response to this
the latest response of the ruling class to head off even a social

democratic reflection of this radicalisation. For our part we must ensure

that this growing awareness on
corralled into a social democratic cul-de-sac, that it is not deflected an

de-routed by the local stooges of the
that it is not led up the garden path once again by the bankrupt petit-

bourgeois ‘‘defenders of the Nation.”’

crisis of capitalism. The electorai ‘reform’ is

the part of the working class is not

Russian or Chinese bureaucracies,




~ sible for many ingidents in Northern Ireland.

*“Eric Travers is an AUEW militant who served 9 years in the
to the Special Air Service. Here he talks to WORK

engineer attached

J.W. — Can you tell us what the
SAS is?

E.T. -~ The SAS operate as a sec-
ret commando force, either backing
up the Regular Army or acting as
free-lance marauders. It is made up
of people who volunteer from the
regular Army, who then 80 through
special physical and mental tests
before being finally selected for
special training.

J.W. — What is the nature of this
Special training?

E.T. — The *art of self-defence’’

efficient killing. T hey also learn

about explosives and various tech-

nical matters so that they can sab-~

otage or blow up complicated instat

lations, if necessary.

J.W. — In what way does their ‘tour
- of duty’ depart from that
which is expected from the
normal regular soldier?

E.T. — Well, the missions they carry

out are sometimes done without the
knowledge of the government of the
country in which the missions are
taking place, iespecial ly if the Brit-
ish Army is not officially supposed
to be there,

- They do the cloak and dag-
ger work, including sabotage and
assassinations, which the British
Government often finds necessary
but can’t do openly. In fact, in the
Far East they are sometimes loaned
out to a government, often they are
training a local puppet army to take
over,

J.W. — I believe the SAS has its
own special chain of com-
mand. Is that right?

E.T. — Yes, Somebody coming into
the SAS with a definite rank from
the regular Army, say corporal,
loses this rank and comes under the
SAS’s own chain of command, gain-
Ing rank within SAS to get promoted.
T hey don’t have regiments and
battalions like the regulars. The
SAS work in very smal| combat
groups. They will help out the reg-
ular army officers, but they still
remain under the special SAS com-
mand. '

J.W. — What do you see as the role
of the SAS?

E.T. ~ It takes over when the norm-
methods of British imperialism
don’t work; for instance, when a
puppetl regime breaks down, or the
British Army, for diplomatic reasors,
can’t intervene, or when the popular
movement against British imperial-
ISm S S0 Strong that the usual
‘orce of the Army isn‘t enough. This
's likely to happen more and more,

- 50 the SAS will be 3 very important
‘factor in propping up British imper-
;-a/fsm.

J.W. — Can you give some examples

of how the SAS has been
used?

E.T. — In the Yemen and in the
Radfan area they were used extens-
ively to find out what the guerillas
were doing, as they were also used
in Malaya. In the Midd|e East at the
moment they are being used to train
local troops to fight against revol-
utionary forces there. | believe
these missions are at present being
LED by the SAS, in spite of — or
because of - there being no official
British involvement. So they are
killers on loan, shoring up British
interests there.

IRELAND

J.W. — Coming nearer home, in Brit-

ish Imperialism’s own war
in Ireland, how are the SAS
being used?

E.T. — There is growing evidence .
about SAS activities in Ireland.Y ou
want to know what would they be
doing there ?

They would be used to infil-
trate the IR A’s ranks. The particul-
ar individuals would be of Irish |
origin to be credible. As well as
obtaining information about the act-
Ivities of the IRA, the SAS would
be causing explosions and organis-
ing killings which would then be
attributed to the IRA to attempt to
discredit them and 4iStify the Gov-
ernment’s repressions.

Obviously they would also
do all they could to stir up trouble
between the different IRA groups,
particularly between the Provisiora/
and Official IRAs.

As for concrete evidence of
their presence there, recently two
priests published statements by de-
tainees now on remand in Armagh
Prison (where one of the priests is
Chaplain). Francis Maguire, of
Belfast, described an encounter
with an SAS man at Girdwood P ark
barracks. ‘T hey made him stand
against the wall and take off his
jumper, which they used as a hood
over his head. During interrogation,
they punched him in the stomach
and kicked him in the testicles. At
one stage the SAS man pressed the
prisoner’s eyeball and said: **I hawe
no Compton or anything to answer
for. I could kill you and there
wouldn’t be a word. | have the right
to do this.’” He spat and continued:
““That is what | think of you. It
would not worry me in the least to
kill you, as I am a sadist and | en-
joy hurting people.”’ L ater, they
Kicked and punched the prisoner for
a long time.’

J.W. — Why is there so little known
about the SAS?

E.T. — Obviously, much of the
strength of any secret force lies in
the fact that it is secret, and that
the general public know little or no-

thing of it. The SAS don’t go on par+q exchan%e relation-

ades or show their battle honours!

‘1de rather than sur-
the crusader knights

" Jews were exprop-

British Army, the last few years as an
ERS’ FIGHT reporter Jim Webb about the

role of the S.A.S.

If the SAS drop a clanger, get caught
or killed, they are either not ack-
nowledged to be connected with the
Army in any way, or else they are
dubbed as regular soldiers who just
happened to wander *“over the bor-
der’’ by accident.

J.W. — What connection does the
SAS have with the general
Secret Service apparatus?

E.T. — It is part of it, but it’s ob-
viously difficult to pinpoint the
exact chain of command. It’s only

once in a while that the SAS ever
find their way into the papers, when
it’s difficult to do a cover up job,
like in Oman now. E ven then it’s
not broadcast very widely.
After all, if the man in the
- Slreet got to hear too much about
‘the SAS, it might undermine his
faith in the so-called British dem-
ocratic tradition. Because what the
operations of the SAS reveal is that
the British ruling class will use
any means to maintain its wealth
and power. When it comes down to
it, Marquess of Queensbury rules of
““/democracy’’ and Geneva Convent-
ion warfare, are not for them. We
can expect that they’ll attempt to
use the SAS and other ‘unofficial’
thugs if the British workers decide
to put the bosses on the Scrapheap.
And of course, it’s only
when we*ve actually succeeded in
doing that, that the labour movement
will be able to unearth all the facts
about the secret, underhand appar-
atus for thuggery and terrorism that
the British rulers have developed
over their years of home and
colonial rule.

LONDON WORKERS®’ FIGHT
FORUM
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CHILE:

Parliamentary

EVEN IF HIS REGIME FALLS"

The experiment with ‘peaceful rev-
olution’ in Chile continues, despite

recent electoral disappointments for

Allende’s Popular Front, and grow-

economic difficulties. It has been a

barren ‘revolution’ which co-exists
uneasily with the Chilean bourgeois-
ie. HUGO BLANCO, the Peruvian
Trotskyist leader, explains why, in

this excerpt from an interview pub-

lished in Intercontinental Press.

Q — The government of Allende is
now just over one year old. Many
said when he was elected that his
regime represented the road to SOC-
ialism in the particular conditions
of Chile. What do you think about
this claim and what do you believe
his government represent?

H.B. — Allende rose to power as
the result of an election. But, as
we all know, this election could
have been thrown oyt by the legis-
lature. In order to win in the con-
gress he needed support outside
his own grouping. Concretely, this
meant from the Christian Democras.
But in order to get this backing,
Allende had to promise that he
would preserve inviolate the main
‘bulwarks of the bourgeois system —
the judiciary and the army — pledg-
ing that they would not pe replaced
by organs aris ing out of the people,
such as people’s courts in the
case of the judiciary, and popu lar
militias in the case of the armed
forces,

Besides this, Allende also
made a lot of promises about maint-
aining respect for the church. We
defend freedom of religion. But all
Allende’s long-winded avowals

showed a complete capitulation to
the bourgeois system.

We must understand that if the
army is left untouched, then the
main defensive force of the whole
bourgeois apparatus remains intact.
We see this now. Allende cannot
nationalise the basic industries.
He has nationalised some mines,
he has expropriated some ranches,
all of course with compensation.
But he has not touched the manu-
facturing sector. And naturally he
cannot do it, because if he did, the
army would topple him immediately,

Of course, this might turn into
a civil war; it might open up risks
for the bourgeoisie of a real revol-
ution that would really destroy the
bulwarks of the bourgeois system
and really open the way for a soc-
ialist government.

But what {wanted to show was
that in promising at the start of his
administration to respect the basic
pillars of the bourgeois System,
Allende committed himself to res-
pect the bourgeois system as a
whole.



I am not saying that whatever
nationalisations he carries out are
G0l progressive steps. 1 do not
rmearn that they represent what the
nationalisations in Peru generally
represenit, since the latter are com-
pletely bourgeois measures to im-
prove the functioning of the Peruv-
jan capitalist system.

Linquestionably, in Chile many
of these measures are the result of
great pressure from the popular
masses, But one swallow doesn’t
make a summer, that is, these
measures do not mean that there is
soctalism in Chile.

For all these reasons, 1 do not
believe that the Allende governmert
represants ithe road toward social-
isi, b least not in the sense that
Allende, by his actions, is leading
Crivie woward socialism.

Fis wovernment may be a step
toward socialism in another sense,
in the sense that it will give the
masses their final experience with
d bOE, f‘jJE‘OfQ reform;st government

zzm w:’! (“f‘*me to understand that
they themselves must take power,

destroviag all the foundations of
the boo mtfjf > system.

That i<, for what it is teaching
the massas, the Allende government
can be, "a unquestionably is, a
SIED oW ards the socialist revolut-

jci. i3 ur a0t in the sense that it is
on the way (o becoming a socialist
- governmenl.

( —~ in recent weeks there have
beeir siens on several occasions of
a por werfn] tight wing mobilisation
azainst the Allende government.
Whut measures do you think the
Aliecde government should take in
arder to respond effectively to this
threaty

H.L. - T fie government should ex-
I fam iy the people what is happen-
ing a:,u cali on them to act. The
on by way (o halt the resurgence of
the nght in Chile is to mobilise
the popular masses to block this
mobilisation. The task of stemming
the rightist tide cannot be left to
the bourgeo:s army, because it is
only Iving low, waiting for its
(:!*:‘ame [0 strrke at the government,

& chance that may be created pre-
cisely By w_ffrn right-wing demon-
Siral s’ el

LIS q pite likely, moreover,
that these demonstrations are being
fomented bv elements in the army
itse!f;

! said that the army is lying In
Wealf mr the right moment to move,
to overthrow Allende. It is calcul-
ating the relationship of forces, es-
timating whether or not the popular
masses have been sufficiently
weakened to permit a coup. Thus,
the only way to block these intent-
ions effectively is to mobilise the
masses.

Clearly Allende is not doing
this. He is afraid to do it. For if
the masses did mobilise actively
against these right-wing manoeuvres
the mobilisation would burst beyond
the limits Allende, or the leaders
of his Unidad P opular, want to im-
pose.

T herefore, | think it is the duty
of the revolutronary left in Chile to
organise the popular masses them-
sefves to resist these rightist
schemes, even though Allende op-
pos2s such a mobilisation.

Allende’s attitude is like
Peron’s at the time of the 1955
coup in Argentina. Demonstrations
began against the regime, and after-
ward the army took charge of the
offensive. But Peron held back
mass action and blocked all at-
tempts to mobilise the masses.

Allende is taking this same
suicidal attitude, suicidal for him,
perhaps, and for h!S regime. But |
firmiy beheve that Allende is one
of the cap;tahst system’s last
cards in Chile, that is, the fundam-
ental reason Allende is failing to
mobilise the masses is that he pre-
fers the capitalist system to be
saved, even if his regime falls.

gdeployment and °
lage’’, with relatively few forced

THERE 'S NO section

ploying class that has failed to
do its bit in pushing the unem-

i ployment figure beyond the
f million mark. But there’s one

employer who really stands out

din this field — Arnold Weinstock,

B multi-millionaire and emperor of -
endorsed this decision by 74
- votes, to 15, and the overtlme

the General E lectric Company.
Since the GEC — AEl — EE |
merger in 1967/68, the workforce
has been cut from 265,000 to be-
low 225,000. Meanwhile protit

B oer employee went up from £456
Bin 1969/70 to £489 in 1870/71.

The GEC complex in Staftord
has suffered a full share of fhese

B cuts. Over the last three yeairs,

the total number of workers has
gone down from 11,000 to around

', 7,000. This loss of jobs has

taken place malnly through ve-
‘natural wast

redundancies, and the unions
have mounted very little resist-
ance, |

PROGRAMME OF ACTION

B ut now, at last, GE C work-
ers are calling a halt to tiis
carve-up. On January 1Zth. tie
bosses announced that they pro-
posed to make 453 workers re-

dundant between now and Sept-
ember. The proposals include

both manual and staff workers,
though no detailed breakadown
has been given.

A meetmg of the Staffo:(i E -
gineering Joint Committee on |
18th. January resolved to "‘res-
ist physically and with eyery
means at its disposal any prop-
osed redundancies by the GEC
Stafford.”’ o

It decided on a programme of
action, including an overtime
bar, work-sharing, and a public
demonstration on 3rd. February,
when GEC hatchet man Jack
Scamp is visiting tafford. .

A meeting of all GEC Stafferd
shap stewards on 2bth. January

dé}‘)

ihe feeimg is that n‘ the |
bosses take matters to'the pomt
of a confrontation-then they. will .
e answered by a work-in, ‘Al-
ready workers at GEC’s Nelson
Research L aboratories have re#
iurned redundancy notices. issud
10 them and are continuing to

worle,

STRIKE-IN

ull support must be put be-
nind this programme of action.
B ut there are problems. |f the
GE C workers decide on a work-
in, then of course every etfort
must be made to make the work-
in absolutely 100% solid. But

GEC vorkers should remember

that a work-in fundamentally
means that workers are produc-
ing for the benefit of the bosses
without even being paid for it.
They should learn from Jack
Spriggs of F isher B endix when
he says ‘‘A work-in involves

problems of supply to keep prod-

uction going, sales of products
and payment of workers ... 'a
strlke-ln is a more effective
weapon.’’

A sit-in strike as at Plesseys,

Fisher-Bendix or Alis-Chalmers

ib what: GEC militants must set
thetr smhts on.

Urlay Nook

The Tory Government recently

8 shocked local workers when it de-

clared its intention to make North
Y orkshire’s unemployment situation
even worse than it 1s now.

On January 15th. the Ministry of
Defence announced its decision to
close the Urlay Nook Naval Spare
Parts Distribution Centre atEagles-
Cliffe, and another Naval depet N
Wiltshire.

The Urlay Nook depot is the
largest of its kind in Europe, and
employs 1,000 workers whose jobs
are now in danger. Stores are 1o be
transferred to a new depot being
built in Worcester: this will be run
“*economically’’, that is, witha
minimum staff and high productivity,

lland is not expected to create many

new jobs for Worcester workers.
The War Industry, like other in-
dustries — whether controlied by
the Tory State or by ““free enter-
prise’’ big businessmen, 1s being
rationalised in order to make it

R more efficient, more economical

more profitable.

It has been estimated that the
new Worcester depot will save the
government £4 million in the short

term, and more in the long term.

OUTCRY

After the announcement of the
planned closure there was an immr
ediate outcry from local trade un-
lonists and MP's — Labour and Tory
alike, o

With 16,000 already on the dole
in nearby Teesside, every job in
the area must be hung-on to, every
redundancy fought all the way,
every new productivity con-trick
rejected and all further attempts to

rationalise industry resisted.

.-The success of the overtime |8
ban and the work-sharing dependig
mainly on the sections not im- §
mediately threatened with red-
undancies, the sections "where

.there is plenty of work — prin-

cipally the Generator Machl nes
Division.
‘There has been a tendency

- for these seotlons to adopt a

“complacent *’it’s nothing to do |
with us®* attitude. Hence'the 158
votes. agamst the p[ ogramme of BB
action. . *
. But every tlme fhe GEC bos- &8
ses get away with one ot of re-g8

dundancies they put themselvesg
~in a stronger position to 'get thel@
‘néxt lot through. Those who

‘hold back from a. united stand
against the current redundancy
proposals shouid thmk of the
future. | |

"NATIONWIDE SOLIDARITY

This need to combat a narr-
ow, short-sighted view on the

part of some sections of GEC

at Stafford is only part of the .
need for nationwide unity in the |§
fight against Weinstock’s strat-
egy. |

T he Stafford committee are
organising for a national GEC
lobby of Parliament. This lobby
could be a springboard for a re-
vitalisation of the national
Combine Joint Shop Stewards
Committee, around a programme
of:

— A national ban on overtlme

— No productivity bargaining:
productivity means fewer workers
for the same production..

— No redundancies
~ — No loss of jobs through nat-
ural wastage or voluntary redund-
ancies. |

Martin Thomas

is impossible within the present
system. .

T herefore we must support the
men all the way, fight for their
right to a job, fight the transfer.of
a *"lucky’’ few to Worcester, and

*.
4

| 'fight redundancies disguised as

“’natural wastage”’’.
However, we cannot merely echo |
the pathetic wailings of local MPs
and trade union officials —the

feeble ‘‘Postpone the decision”
and the reactionary '‘Build a new

Naval depot here'’. Socialiss must
stand out againxt this swamp of

militarism, regional chauvinism and |
illusions that licking Teddy Teeth’s
boots will turn him into a generous,

As socialists, however, we must warm-hearted person.

remember that the depot supplies
an armed section of imperialism,
and that it is a total waste of work-
ers’ skills as well as of the money
extorted from us through taxation.
ldeally we would like to see the
depot closed, and the talents of the
men there applied to creative, con-
structiva work. But we know this

We must oppose the building of
new, concentrated and more econ-
omic Naval Supply Centres.

At the same time we must give
all support to the Eaglescliffe and
Wiltshire men in any action they
take to protect their jobs.

Alan Theasby
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“WE WON'T BE FOBBED OFF
‘with coppers’’ said Alan Fisher,
NUPE’s General Secretary, at last
year’s national Conference. Fine
words, but that’s all they were.

By any standards the recent pay
rises for Hospital ancillary staff -~
porters, domestics, etc — were
pretty meagre. Increases in basic
pay of between £1.24 and. £1.48
Were accepted for men while women
received 90 to 94 per cent of the
men’s increase. - |

Other items agreed in the deal
were — 3 weeks holiday for all after
12 months service, a five day week,
immediate talks on a minimum earn-
ings guarantee and a commitment
on lead in payments for workers not
receiving bonus of produc tivity pay-

The last item in the deal is a
particularly disturbing one. Many
NUPE members are worried about
the Union’s pclicy of pressing for
the introduction of productivity
agreements when we have such a
Catastrophically high level of un-
employment in the country., They
fear that whilst bonus schemes will
give higher earnings they can lead
to fewer workers being employed
with a consequent loss of job opp-
ortunities,

The leadership of NUPE uses
an argument to counter this view
which at first glance looks perfect-
ly reasonable — *“...that wherever
a bonus scheme comes in we must
insist that any savings that are
made should be used to extend or
improve service so that jobs are
not lost,** S o

But lets faceit, the bosses are
not mugs. Whatever the complicated
details of a bonus scheme, and
whatever Alan Fisher may say, if
the NHS employers can get away
with a smaller wage bill they will
not hesitate to do so, . |

The lead in payment should be
rejected by any group of workers to
whom it is offered: It is nothing
but a form of blackmail. It will only
be offered to “full-time workers to
whom it would be feasible to apply
incentive bonus schemes or product-
ivity agreements but who have not
been offered such schemes*?, and
almost certainly on the understand-
ing that if they subsequently reject
a bonus scheme they also lose the
lead in payment. In the present sit-
uation we should have nothing to
do with produc tivity schemes, We
should certainly not.do..anything to
encourage the employers to introds
uce them,

If NUPE and the rest of the NHS
unions are really determined to win

prod ealing‘

better pay and conditions for their
members — and to join in the fight
against unemployment — it’s time
they stopped sitting about waiting
for ‘‘opportunities to present thems-
selves®*, and got on with the job.

Jack Sutton

(Secretary, South Manchester
Hospitals Branch NUPE).

N.B. Women domestic staff employ-
ed in the Manchester Royal Infirm-
ary recently rejected by 157 votes
to 34 the idea of a work Study-basead
bonus scheme. The South Manchest-
er Hospitals brarich of NUPE ,in
view of the present unemployment
Situation, have banned the introg-
uction of any productivity schemes.

/.S,

Kraft workers
win strike
over sacking

AFTER 11 WEEKS OF STRUGGLE,
150 maintenance workers at the

Kraft Foods plant, Kirkby, have won
reinstatement for a man dismissed
on November 16th. in blatant breach
of an agreement.

The AUEW district Committee
immediately endorsed the action of
the 150 in stopping work. But it
took three lobbies by a dozen men,
and one for which 51 militants trav-
elled to London, to squeeze recog-
nition for the dispute out of Hugh
Scanlon’s so-called ““left wing'’
National Executive!

The maintenance men’s convenor

Eric Stanniford pointed out how dis-
astrous this delay was, since the
plant is mannedq chiefly by 1500

USDAW members who were threaten-

ed with lay-off and a cut in the nume
bers employed, unless they scabbed
along with the supervisors. So it
wasn’t until the second Tuesday in
January, when Scanlon finally gave
grudging recognition to the Kraft
maintenance men’s strike, that the
USDAW workers came out in support
of their AUEW brothers.

Within two weeks, the struggle
ended with a victory for the workers.

Fresh from this experience, and
recognising the importance of solid-
arity, workers from Kraft were on
the massive Trades Council demon-

stration in Liverpool last Wednesday

and are giving active support to the
Fisher Bendix occupation.

Naomi Wimbourne

warning from
- Merseyside

COACHLOADS of building work-
€rs are being transported from
areas such as Stoke and Black-
pool to Merseyside — at 3 time
when there are over 23,000
people out of work on Merseyside.

Construction employers are using
cheap labour from distant areas in a
bid to keep wages low and break
any union orga®isation. This threat
to the livelihood of building workers
1s spreading, and now exists on a
large number of sites on Merseyside.,

Only 25% of the 200 workers on
the Dare construction site at Halton
LLodge, Runcord New Town, are
local labour. The majority arrive
€very morning at 8 am on buses paid

for by the company from Stoke,

Blackpool, Manchester and Wigan.
This means some are having to tray-
el over 120 miles a day.

About 400 corporation dwellings
are being built on the site.

Just recently Dares have been
taken over by the Freshwater Com-
bany -— Britain’s biggest private
landlord, who are notorious for the
way they are using loopholes in the
Rent Act to charge exorbitant rents.

Again in Runcorn over 60 workers
at the Bass Charrington brewery
site, which is being built by the
Warrington firm A. Monks, come
each day from Stoke.

The low level of wages which
building firms are paying to the
workers who come from areas out-
side Merseyside can be seen from
the situation at the Chester tele-
Phone exchange site.

Here Stoke workers are only being
Paid wages of between £17 and £29
a week. Now they have united with
all the workers on the site to end
the employers’ use of lump labour
and to demand a reasonable wage.

Most shop stewards are quick to
point out that they are not against
the building workers from areas out-
side Merseyside. They know there
is little construction work in these
areas.

But there is a fear that employers
are using the workers to break the
success of the Merseyside men v ho
by their militancy have gained the
best rates outside London.

The Building Workers’ Charter

(the rank and file building workers?
union newspaper) believe that one
way to tackle the problem is to org-
anise nationally to get equal rates
of £35 for a 35-hour week.

At the moment workers from other
areas are being used and exploited.
Some do gain high wages, but only
after working long hours and some-
times seven days a week after hours
of travelling.

from Liverpool F ree Press

Churchills on the march
L RRTTTS Of e march

Stockport AUEW is all set to follow the Union’s 33,000 Manchester

members in banning overtime,

in an effort to combat rising unempioyment.

And on January 25th. 1,000 workers from Churchills Machine Tools
marched through Altrincham in protest against the threat of closure: A
few days earlier they had given Robert Carr a rough ride when he visited

the factory.
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AS HULL DOCKERS LAUNCH ONE
DAY STRIKES —

N.P.S.S.C. HOLDS BACK
FROM ACTION

At least 25,000 dockers struck on
January 26th. But this hasn’t
Stopped the employers’ plans for
chucking more and more dockers on
the ‘unattached’ scrapheap. A great
deal more than a token action will
be needed for that — the bosses
have too much at stake to give in
So easily.

~ The London Dock L abour B oard
has approved plans by the Port Em-
ployers to return 123 men to the un-
attached pool. And in Hull 274 doclke

ers are due to be declared upa ttach-
ed.

------

o
KR

The Hull men have already held
the first of a series of one day
weekly strikes in protest. |

In London stewards plan a one-
day strike when the appeal of the
123 is being heard.

Many dockers feel a bitter dis-
appointment that the National P orts
Shop Stewards Committee meeting
on January 29th did not declare or
plan firm and decisjve action agairt
this most serious threat to the dock-
ers in years. Many, particularly the -
[ ondon stewards, wanted a national
Strike and a full confrontation on the
redundancies issye.

It we don’t prepare such a coung
attack there will be massive redynd-
ancies in the ports before we are
very much older.

Hardld Youd

Manchester P ortworkers C ttee



